
Bible Study Group          ‘The Savings Acts of God’                Daniel 3:19-20 

  

Last week reflected on how Nebuchadnezzar built an image of gold and called the officials of Babylon to 

worship it.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to follow this instruction and they stood firm in 

their convictions – even in the face of death.  This week we see their sentence passed and implemented 

but the story doesn’t end as Nebuchadnezzar expected! 

 

 

 

Passage Specifics 

• (v19) sees Nebuchadnezzar run out of patience with his three resistant servants.  Remember that the 

King was already furious with rage because he had been disobeyed (v13) and we are reminded about 

this in (v19).  We are told that his attitude towards them changes and he orders the fiery furnace to be 

heated seven times hotter than ususal. 

• This action highlights the extent of his rage.  The increased temperature would have killed Shardrach, 

Meshach and Abednego even quicker!  If he really wanted to punish these resistant servants then he 

would have asked for the temperature of the furnance to be lowered!  The King’s anger must have 

affected his decision making process. 

• Billy Graham once remarked, “Hot heads and cold hearts never solved anything.” In the Bible there are 

numerous teachings about anger, especially how to control anger. For example, in Ephesians 4:26-27 

we famously read “…Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a 

foothold.”  Q1 

• (v20-21) are the moment that the sentence is implemented and the three servants are thrown, fully 

clothed and bound, into the ore-smelting furnace.  It appears that this is certain death for the men who 

refused to obey the King.   

• The scene is built up even further in (v22) as the soldiers, who were the strongest in the Babylonian 

army (v20), were killed by the intensity of the heat. 

• Nebuchadnezzar’s mood now changes from rage to amazement (v24).  Rather than being consumed by 

the flames and fire, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were not recipients of dvine favour.  In other 

words, the experienced the saving acts of God. 

• Interestingly, Nebuchadnezzar sees the men unbound, even though the three servants were certainly 

bound when they were thrown into the furnace (v21).  The flames, evidently, burnt their bindings but 

not the men themselves. 

Time to Reflect 

• What makes us angry and how do we deal 

with our anger? 

• Can you think of times in your life where 

your attention was entirely fixed on God?  

How did you feel? 

“By one act of faith, the three Jewish men (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) became witnesses of 

the true and living God to the entire Babylonian Empire.” 

(Warren Wiersbe, Be Resolute: Determining To Go God’s Direction, p55) 

 

 



• David Helm writes, “They had accepted the wrath of the king in order to remain steadfast in loyalty to 

God; and now they have experienced the wonderful favor of God.1” 

• We are told that a fourth figure appeared in the furnace (v24-25).  Some Bible scholars believe this to 

be the pre-incarnate Jesus while others argue that this was an angel.  One thing is, however, certain.  

The Babylonian fire did not destroy Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  God was with them, even in 

the most challenging of situations and circumstances. 

• Nebuchadnezzar had, a little earlier, asked the three men a 

question (v15).  “…what God will be able to rescue you from 

my hand?” Now he had his answer!   

• The King approached the furnace and called Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego to come out.  They were living 

miracles and they were unaffected by the fiery furnace (v27).  

This was an astonishing event and it certainly grabbed the 

attention of the King.  Q2 

• As he called the three servants out of the furnace. 

Nebuchadnezzar declared them to be “…servants of the Most 

High God…” (v26). 

• Later, (v28), he affirms the power of God; the effectiveness of 

faith in God; and the remarkable dedication of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego as they stood firm in 

their faith. 

• Towards the end of the passage (v29) a royal decree is issued.  Chapter Three began with the King 

issuing a proclamation that everyone was to worship the golden image that he had made.  Now it 

concludes with the same king issuing a different proclamation – the God of Daniel’s friends must not be 

spoken against by anyone in the kingdom. 

• What an incredible transformation, and it happened because three men stood firm in their faith and 

their stance really did make a difference!  

• This passage is packed full of encouragement.  Undoubtedly, this experience must have encouraged the 

faithful Jews who were serving in Babylon.  Effectively what they learnt from this episode was that God 

was still sovereign.  Even though they were in a foreign land, God was still with them. 

• This concept of the sovereignty of God should also encourage us.  We may not always be able to make 

sense of what is going on around us in the world.  We may not even see a pathway which leads to a 

more peaceful existence.   

• But, as people of faith, we need to take reassurance from the wonderful truth that God is in control.  

We need to trust Him!   

• As we conclude our thinking on Daniel 3, we call to mind a little poem. 
 

No one said that life is easy, 
There are no guarantees. 

So trust in the Lord continually, 
On calm or stormy seas. 

 

The challenges we face today, 
Prepares us for tomorrow. 

For faith takes our fears away, 
And peace replaces sorrow. 

 
1 David Helm, Daniel For You (The Good Book Company, 2015), p56. 


